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SUBJECT* 


Operational Control of Aircraft in the Event of War, 


REFERENCE* Top Secret Memo for the Record, 7 March 1950j 

Subject* "Meeting on OPC long range requirements," 
T. S. # 38553. 


1, Information concerning the operational control of aircraft 
in the event of war, has been received from the Air Force. This 
information confirms the policy previously furnished orally. To 
reiterate this position the information is as follows* 


a. Military control of all equipment in case of war is 
determined by the war plans in existence at the time of war. These 
plans are formulated in times of peace in order that the maximum use 
of available equipment can be made in times of an emergency. In order 
to accomplish this the responsibilities are divided among the several 
agencies responsible for the national defense. Each agency then 
formulates its plans for prosecution of its responsibilities. The 
military being too unwieldy for one central plan, divides its assigned 
areas and responsibilities into subordinate commands furnishing each 
of these subordinate commands with a mission and responsibilities. 

It is the subordinate commanders responsibility to formulate his war 
plans in connection with the local circumstances within the frame- 
work of the mission assigned to him. It is a long established mili- 
tary principle for the commander to be left with complete authority 
to formulate these plans, therefore, any exceptions or specific tasks 
are not assigned to the commanders except by an ammendment to the 
war plans, for direction in detail would result in unwieldy central 
control, 

2. The fact that a coimrahBer ’staptes^thiat 'intends to take over 
control of all aircraft wit^p- his- ’jurisd^cti'Ojrt .'is a normal procedure 
for an area comai:yji^rpji^d^^ve^^ cbnti'ol' will be exercised in 
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accordance with the war plans formulated to utilize existing equipment 
in the best possible manner in accordance with the assigned mission. 

This mission includes the support of OPC/CIA. 

3, The Air Force is anxious to extend all possible help to the 
activities of OPC and desires to be as helpful as possible, however, 
in view of the military planning cycle and general military procedures, 
it is recommended that the OPC/CIA representative in the area in question 
coordinate the OPC requirements with the commander of the area to assure 
that OPC/CIA war plan requirements are included in the area war plans 
rather than requesting JCS or Air Force to implement the area war plans 
frcan Washington, 

1^, This method is in conformance with agreements previously made 
with the N,H,E, 
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SOBJBCTt OfMratioaal G«nirol of Aireraft in tlio Armt of Mar. 


wmsmMt Soarot Mmo for tte Rooord, 7 Naroh X9S0f 

Sttbjoeit "Hootlag on OfC long raago roqalroaMnto.” 

T. S. # 30553. 


1. Infomatloa ecmoomlsf tbo oporatlonal control of aircraft 
la tbo oront of war, baa boon rooolrad fron tbo Air Foreo. Thia 
Infornatiott oraflrw tbo peliojr prorionaij fbraiobod orally* To 
roltorato thia peaition tba inforauitiea ia aa foUowat 

i 

a. Military eontrol of all oqaipnaat in oaao of war ia 
dotoraiaod by tbo war plana in oxiataaoo at tbo tiao of war. Thaao 
plana aro foraalatod in tiaoa of poaeo ia order that tbo aaalaaai uao 
of arrailablo o^pawat can bo aodo ia tlaoo of an anargonoy. la order 
to aoerapliah ^ia tbo roopraaibilitioo aro dirldod anoag tbo ooworal 
aganeiao roapoaalblo for tba naiioaal dafonaa. Saeh agoney than 
fonmlatoa ito plana for proaoontian of ita roaponaibilltl.oo. Tba 
■ilitary boiag too oawioldy for mm oontral plan, diwldoo ito aaaignod 
araaa and roaponalbilitioo into adbordinato owanda farniobing oaob 
of tbaso avbordiaato oonMada wi^ a niaalon and roaponaibilitioa. 

It ia tba a\d>ordlnato oaaaianrtara roapcmaibillty to fonnilato bla war 
pl ana ia aonmotira with tbo looal eirowotanooa within tbo frano- 
work of tbo alaaion aoaifDod to bla. It ia a long aatabliabod alii- 
tary prineiplo for ^ oonnaador to ba loft with oooplato aatberity 
to forralato tboaa plana, tborofora, any oraaptlMaa ra apaoifia toaka 
arc not aaaignod to tbo oaaaandara oxoapt by aa aaaondaant to Um 
war plana, for diraotien in detail woold raaolt ia onwialdy oontral 
eontrol. 

2. Tba fact that a eoaauutdar atataa that ha intanda to take over 
control of all aircraft within hie juriadlctioo la a nomal prooadttra 
for an area conaandar, howerar, thia eontrol will ba axareiaod in 


aoeordanoo with the 



vm'i 


Moerdano* with th* war plans forwalatsd to utilisa axisting aquipwant 
In tte bast potslbla nannar in aeeordanoa with tha aaslgaad niaaima. 

Thia Bias ion ineludas tha support of OPC/CIA* 

3. Tha Air Foroa is anxious to axtand all paaaitala halp to tha 
aotiwitias of OFO and daairas to ba as halpful as poasibla, ha wa v ar» 
in aiaw of tha nilitary planning eyola and ganaral nilitat^ prooadnraa, 
it is raooMMKkdad that tha OPC/CIA raprasaatatiwa in tha araa in quaation 
coordinata tha OFC raqairananta with tha ooanandar af tha araa to aasnra 
that GPC/CIA war plan raquirenants ara inoludad in tha araa war plana 
ratbar than raquasting ACS or Air Forea to iiqtlaaaBt tha araa war plana 
from Vashington* 

I)/* This aathod is in conf omanca ^ith agraaaanta praviousl^ aada 
with tha H.M.K. 
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